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There he was arrested on the 12th of June, 1796,
but while being conducted to Bourges for trial he
managed to escape; he remained in France till
Fructidor and then joined the army of Conde.

His regiment was ordered to Russia: not wish'
ing to go, Phelippeaux returned to Paris. There
he succeeded in effecting the escape of Sydney
Smith, the redoubtable English admiral, from the
Temple Prison. The story reads like a romance.
Phelippeaux dressed himself in an officer's uni-
form and produced a forged order to hand over
Sydney Smith; the concierge obeyed the order
and Phelippeaux conducted Smith across France
to England. There they were acclaimed as heroes,
and the Ministry made the Frenchman a colonel.

When Sydney Smith began his famous cruises
in the Mediterranean his French savior accom'
panied him and took part in all his battles. At the
very moment that Bonaparte was marching on
Saint'Jeaivd'Acre, Phelippeaux hurried to the
town, improvised an armament with cannon
taken from the French fleet, built up new fortifi'
cations as soon as the old ones were forced, and by
himself alone opposed the army commanded by
Bonaparte, the army victorious at the Pyramids,
Mount Tabor, Jaffa and Nazareth, repulsed all